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House Hotel. We are bringing together a 
wide range of women activists, organisers 
and volunteers from Black and Minority 
Ethnic communities, from Traveller and 
Roma community development projects, 
from Family Resource 
Centres and from other 
agencies to explore the 
intersectionality of Gender, 
Ethnicity and Equality. The 
event follows on from a very 
successful women’s forum 
held in Donegal 3 years ago 
as part of the hugely 
successful PEACE IV project 
called Building Intercultural 
Communities.  This was a 
collaboration between the 
Donegal Travellers Project 
and the Platform and we 
had promised to make the 
women’s forum an annual 
event. However COVID got 
in the way so only now are 

The Platform are organising a very special 
women-only event taking place on 
Thursday 24th November at the Station 

Black and Minority Ethnic women in Solidarity for Equality 

Phone: 074 911 6075 

Mobile: 086 084 1433 

Email: donegalip@gmail.com 

For Anti-Racism, Equality and 

Human Rights 

The Citizens Information Service  -  
free impartial and independent 

Intercultural Platform awarded 
funds to support Ukrainians living 
in Letterkenny and beyond 
The Platform Board at its November meeting 
thanked the IRELAND FORUKRAINE fund for 
their award of €10,000 to continue the 
development of the Ukrainian Support project 
that is based in our Intercultural Hub on Oliver 
Plunkett Road, Letterkenny. 
The funds will be used to both maintain the 
hub venue where we provide drop-in 
supports, day and evening classes as well as 
more specialist supports like a private family 
room for meeting and online virtual family get
- togethers with people back home. The space 
is also 
available for 
counselling 
sessions in a 
more 
appropriate 
location 
outside hotels 
and B&Bs. 
Thank you for 
your support! 

we keeping that promise. Our aim is to 
explore the issues for BME women and to 
set priorities and action for 2023 to help 
create the conditions for greater equality 
and inclusion. Places are very limited. To 
reserve a place email us at 
donegalip@gmail.com - ASAP! 

The Citizens Information 
Service is a free, confidential, 
independent and  
impartial service which 
provides information, advice 
and an advocacy  
service to the public on their 
civil and social rights and 
entitlements. 
We cover a broad range of 
subjects including social 
welfare, employment rights, health, 
immigration, education, housing and much 
more. 
Our offices are located in the five Public 
Service Centres throughout County Donegal 
with a further Centre located on Main 
Street, Buncrana. 
Most Centres are open from Monday to 
Friday – 9.00am to 4.30 pm. You can call in 
to any of our offices to pick up a form or 
information booklet and find out more 
about our information, advice, and 
advocacy services. It is possible to have a 
short discussion (usually 20 mins) with a 
member of our team about your situation  
and to explore your options. No 
appointment is  
necessary, but access may be limited during 
peak times. If your situation  
requires more support, we may offer you an 
appointment to provide further assistance.  

 

Continued from page 3… 

Ukrainian women’s interview 
I’m grateful for everything that my family 
and me received here. But now the main 
problem for me is accommodation. We 
know that we can be moved to any other 
place because of the expiring date of the 
contract. And it can be any part of the 
country. I will lose the job, my children will 
need to change the schools, there can be 
the grater lack of public transport. It seems 
to become a constant stressful issue till our 
returning home.  
P: What do you think about the effect of 
war in Ukraine on Irish people? Are there 
any? 
I: We know the Ukraine war affects Irish 
people as well as us. We thank them for 
their help and patience. We understand 
that there is the shortage of public housing 
and places in schools. We realise the  
pressure on medical and other systems & 
hope it will change in the nearest future.  
 

The Platform team are really excited about 
the new facility next door to their current 
offices that is a dedicated activity and 
support space for use by refugee families 
and BME organisations in the town.  
The space includes a kitchen, a workshop 
room and a private room for meetings, 
counselling and online sessions and family 
gatherings. The meeting area is also  
available for rent by different intercultural 
and minority ethnic community groups for 
events and workshops. 
The space has been equipped and  
furnished by generous donations from local 
businesses - especially the TCS team (Tata 
Consultancy Services) who supplied  
refurbished laptops as well as desks and 
folding tables and stacking chairs and other 
amenities for use by refugees living in 
Letterkenny. 
The Ukrainian Support Hub is based in this 
new facility & local members of the  
Ukrainian community are already making 
use of our centre for IT access, family 
meetings and online sessions with family 
members back home in Ukraine. The 

Platform were also happy to receive 
financial recognition by way of an 
award of €10,000 through the  
IrelandForUkraine initiative that 
was administered by the Community 
Foundation for Ireland (CFI). 
This award has allowed us to  
complete the fitting out of the  
facility and will cover much of the 
running costs for the next year. 
Furthermore we have been support-
ed by the ETB REACH initiative to 
purchase a large format screen and 

multi-direction microphone and 
high quality camera to facilitate 
distance learning, course and 
also for family online meetings 
with relatives back home. 
The Hub also hosts the weekly 
‘Ready For Work’ sessions aimed 
at helping recently arrived Inter-
national Protection Applicants 
prepare CVs & job applications. 
 

See page 3 for more Ukrainian 
Support Information. 

Platform opens a new Intercultural 
HUB supporting refugees and 
people seeking International 
Protection in Letterkenny 

Are you interested in helping people develop their 
English conversation skills - please contact us 

The platform has a long-established 
English Language class in Letterkenny 
Central Library which meets every 
Wednesday in the basement events 
room at 10.30am & now there are new 
sessions in Donegal Town,  
Bundoran, Arranmore Island, Dungloe, 
Milford, Glenties, Ballyliffin, 
Kilmacrennan, Ballybofey, Rossnowlagh 
and we hope to have new classes in the 
early New Year in Clonmany & Buncrana 
too.   All these sessions follow the Fáilte  
Isteach model of volunteer-led 
conversation workshops and we are 
always looking for new volunteers to get 
involved.  It is informal and fun and is 
also a great route to building 
relationships and friendships between 
migrants, refugees and the wider 

majority population. 
The arrival of Ukrainian people 
fleeing the war in their country have 
been integrated into our classes and 
Garda Vetting for some volunteers so 
they can provide the classes in the 
accommodation where the refugees 
are living.  
If you would like more information or 
to sign up for these ‘Speaking Clubs’ 
please call 074 911 6075  
m: 0860841433 or  email: 

for an update or 
use the contact page on the 
Intercultural Platform website: 
www.interculturaldonegal.org  
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donegalip@gmail.com 

074 911 6075 

086 084 1433 

The Donegal Intercultural Platform CDP clg is part-funded by 
the Department of Rural & Community Development  as part 
of the Pilot Community Development Programme and  
supported by Donegal Local Community Development  
Committee, CYPSC, HSE & TUSLA 

 

 
 

 

Donegal Intercultural Platform is an autonomous non-
governmental organisation focusing on human rights & anti-
racism. DIP is an active member of Irish Network Against Racism & 
Community Work Ireland 

Black and Minority  
Ethnic women in  
Solidarity for Equality 
The Platform is organising  a very special 
women-only event taking place on 
Thursday 24th November at the Station 
House Hotel. Places are very limited and 
please book via email: done-
galip@gmail.com 
See page 4 for further details 

mailto:donegalip@gmail.com


In the last quarter Sanad has 
coordinated sports activities 
alongside the Intercultural Platform 
& Sports Partnership, such as the 
taster handball and basketball 
events, the goal is promoting 
inclusion for the youth from local and 
minority ethnic  communities across 
the County. 
The group currently participates in 
supportive work and continues to do 
this through the holiday season, as 
we also work on a strategy for 2023.  
We hope to host and event to bid 
farewell to 2022, the event which will 
be announced for on social media 
and the intercultural platform offices, 
we are also working on providing 
beginners conversational Arabic 
language classes for adults, and 
Gailec language classes to school 
aged children from the Arab 
community.  

A unique collaboration... 
Think Equality Donegal (TED) was 
established in 2021 as a unique 
collaboration between the Donegal 
Travellers Project, Donegal Intercultural 
Platform and Donegal Local 
Development Company. The Project is a 
continuation of the successful strands 
from the Building Intercultural 
Communities PEACE IV project 
managed by DTP (2018-2020) The 
project seeks to promote the inclusion 
of Black Minority Ethnic (BME) 
communities, including Travellers and 
Roma, in all aspects of the county’s 
economic and social life by building a 
culture of respect for human rights, 
equality and intercultural 
understanding. Specifically, the project 
is concerned with addressing the 
barriers that are preventing members 
of BME communities, including 
Traveller and Roma, from having 
equality of access and outcome across 
public services in Donegal. To that end, 
a core component of our work is to 
engage, inform and support public/
government bodies to meet their 
responsibilities to comply with the 

public sector equality and human 
rights duty. At the same time, we are 
working to build the capacity of BME 
communities, including Travellers and 
Roma, to assume leadership and 
decision-making roles within our 
public institutions. 
 

Vision 
Think Equality Donegal’s vision 
is of an inclusive, equal society 
in Donegal where culture, 
diversity and ethnicity are 
valued and celebrated within 
connected communities across 
the county, and where 
prejudice and discrimination 
have no place on the lips or in 
the minds of our residents or 
our leaders. 

Social Media Link:  
https://www.facebook.com/
thinkequalitydonegal/  

Think Equality Training and 

Development Officer 

David Friel is the 
new Training and 
Development 
Officer for the TED 
project. David is an 
Irish Traveller and 
a native of 
Donegal. He is 
passionate about 
human rights, 
social justice and equality for all those 
who are marginalised in society. David 
has a Bachelor of Science in Health and 
Social Care and a Masters in Social 
Care and Social Justice from the 
Atlantic Technological University (ATU) 
Donegal. He is currently undertaking a 
PhD researching the impact of COVID-
19 on Irish Travellers and has worked 
professionally in Social Care, Higher 
Education and Research for many 
years. His main responsibility within 
the TED project is to oversee the 
project delivery including the provision 
of training for public services. His 
contact details are as follows:  
Tel: 0861287704  
Email: dfriel@dldc.org 

Community Links Worker 

with TED Project 

Roisin O’Neill is the Community Links part-
time worker with the TED Project   
Roisin has worked with the Refugee 
Resettlement 
Programme 
supporting Syrian, 
Iraqi and Kurdish 
families, and more 
recently with the 
Think Equality 
Donegal Project (see 
above information 
about TED Project). 
Roisin is based in the 
Platform offices in 
Letterkenny but covers the whole 
county linking with families and 
providing support and signposting to 
appropriate mainstream &  
community-based services. Roisin is 
currently undertaking a training needs 
survey with members of Black and 
Minority Ethnic communities across 
the county. M: 086 103 5743 or email 
roneill@dldc.org 
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SANAD Update– from the Arab cultural organisation in Donegal  

The Think Equality Donegal (TED) project 

I n t er c u l t u r a l  P l at fo r m  

في   ربع ا   ر منع   ام   رب      

،   قت س   األن   ر ق      

ربعي ضن    بألا     جبب   بأل    

اا   األ     ربا  ف     

ورب عرك    ربعي ضن    ،   اا    

كعة   ربنن   وكعة   ربت     

وذبك   بز زيز   راقنا     اا   

ربمجزم      ربمي نو   و   

وراق ن     رب عقنو   في   

 ربم  ط و.   

 

 

 

W in t e r  20 2 2  

This service is dedicated to  
supporting children and families 
from Ukraine adjusting to life in 
County Donegal. 
We recognise that family life is 
not always easy. Life events can 
affect our family life and family 
relationships.  
Your Family Support Worker is 
here to support you and will: 
• Listen, support and assist 

you in your family place of 
residence 

• Create the conditions for 
the inclusion of  
parents in accessing appro-
priate services 

• Sign-post you to specific 
support services for adults, 
teenagers, children and 
carers  

• Make referrals to TUSLA'S 
'Meitheal' system of Family 
Support so that you can 
address issues with a team 
of support organisations 
and agencies to assist you 
and your family. 

• Inform you of Children’s 
Rights under 'Children First' 
legislation in Ireland so that 
you are aware of all aspects 
of law relating to family 
support & Child Protection 
in Ireland. 
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Kranthi is a cultural and political  
organisation for Indians in Ireland. Kranthi 
was launched in Ireland in 2017 in Dublin. 
Since then more branches were formed in 
Drogheda, Cork and many other cities in 
Ireland among the Indian diaspora.  
The Letterkenny unit of Kranthi was inaugurated on 
May day ( International workers' day) of 2022. Since then we 
have taken up the most pressing issues like helping to procure 
essential items from the Indian community for refugees from 
Ukraine in association with DLDC (Donegal Local Development 
Company). It was presided by the then Municipal District 
Cathaoirleach (or Mayor) Mayor Jimmy Kavanagh. 
We have also done a campaign called "Local Shopping 
Campaign" to encourage people to buy from smaller shops 
and street vendors to support them during the severe "cost of 
living" crisis. 
Kranthi also joined the candle light vigil that took place in 
Market square to mourn the death of the people who lost 
their lives in Cresslough tragedy. 
Kranthi is committed to peoples' struggles for equality and 
justice. It is an organization which supports the fight against 
racial injustice and discrimination on racial, linguistic, gender 
basis. Kranthi is also committed to issues regarding 
immigrants in Ireland. 

законодавства «Діти в першу чергу» в Ірландії, щоб ви 
знали про всі аспекти права, пов'язані з підтримкою сім'ї 
та захистом дітей в Ірландії. 

Якщо ви хочете поговорити або зверніться за цією 
підтримкою, будь ласка, зв'яжіться з  

РOL KEPHAH 086 103 5743 

Більшість днів доступні українські волонтери, щоб 
допомогти з перекладом. 

Або donegalip@gmail.com електронною поштою 

Ласкаво просимо до 
УКРАЇНСЬКОГО ЦЕНТРУ 
ПІДТРИМКИ СІМ'Ї 

Послуга, присвячена підтримці 
дітей та сімей з України, що 
пристосовуються до життя в 
графстві Донегал. 

Ми усвідомлюємо, що сімейне 
життя не завжди легке. Життєві 
події можуть вплинути на наше 
сімейне життя і сімейні стосунки.  

Ваш працівник служби 
підтримки сім'ї тут, щоб 
підтримати вас і буде: 

• Слухайте, підтримуйте та 
допомагайте вам у вашому 
сімейному місці проживання 

• Створити умови для 
включення 

• батьків у доступі до 
відповідних послуг 

• підписати-опублікувати вас 
до конкретних служб 
підтримки для дорослих, 
підлітків, дітей та опікунів  

• Зробіть направлення до 
системи підтримки сім'ї 
«Meitheal» TUSLA, щоб ви 
могли вирішувати проблеми 
з командою організацій та 
агентств підтримки, щоб 
допомогти вам і вашій 
родині. 

• Інформувати вас про права 
дітей відповідно до 

Kranthi - the Indian community organisation  
promoting Unity, Equality and Social Justice 

We are willing to extend our cooperation to any 
federation which takes up these issues in a democratic 
and peaceful way.  
Kranthi firmly believes that unity among communities is 
the way forward. 
UNITY, EQUALITY,JUSTICE. 

Assisting Ukrainian Refugee Families across 
Donegal 

In her own words… An Interview with a 
Ukrainian Mother in Donegal 

I: Hello, Paul. I came to Ireland with 2 children in April. 
P: How did you decide what country to go to? Why Ireland? 
I: It was a swift decision caused by the war. Everyday sirens, hiding in 
the basement, bombing, captured towns, destroyed buildings and 
dying people all over Ukraine made me think how to save my chil-
dren. I’m from Sumy region and that time western Ukraine seemed to 
be safer place. But it wasn’t so. Even Lviv was under a missile attack 
as well as the whole country. So, we decided to try our fortune fur-
ther. As I’ve learnt English language many years ago and my children 
were learning English at school we moved to Ireland  - the only Eng-
lish-speaking country which we could go to immediately.  
P: Do you remember first days when you arrived to Ireland?   
I: First steps on the island, volunteers, immediate help with docu-
ments, silent nights in offered accommodation passed like in a fog. I 
brought my children to safe warm place, they were fed and went to 
schools. We got a huge unbelievable support from Irish people. 
P: Do you plan to go home or try to live here? 
 I: Of course, we want to go home. Every few hours we follow the 
news about all of Ukraine. Sometimes it seems like it is high time to 
leave Ireland but sudden articles describe new destructions from 
Russian attacks, new awful kinds of weapons, new dead Ukrainian 
defenders and murdered civilians.  
P: What are you afraid most of all just now? 
 I: Weeks pass and rising number of people, who came to Ireland - 
they hoped for a short while, are losing their homes in Ukraine. Now 
they must start their lives from the beginning… It’s scary to have no 
home to go back to. And it’s awful to stay with children in a cold 
house without electricity, water & heating feeling powerless. 
P: Are there any other worries that influence your or other Ukraini-
ans’ everyday life here? 
I: Under the influence of such events mental health of Ukrainian peo-
ple suffers great damage. Adults and children live one day. We can’t 
plan our future because we live only today, because our lives don’t 
depend on us. We are depended on the circumstances and the terms 
of war. It is really very exhausting. 
Another problem is in differences of medical and educational sys-
tems, job searching. It takes too much time to find GP, to make the 
necessary medical examinations. Many children meet challenges at 
schools because of a low English level. Their parents depend on 
school buses which are not always available. The lack of public 
transport makes us immobile. The way to find a job is also different. 
We need an explanation of all these topics in order to move into the 
right direction and not to be a burden.          Continued P. 4….. 

https://www.facebook.com/thinkequalitydonegal/
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