
Donegal Organisations 
mark United Nations  
International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial  
Discrimination  Solidarity messages from activists & 

elected representatives 
Hugh Friel (Community development and men’s health 
Worker DTP) Racism has impacted on my community for 
many generations, it has damaged our health and wellbeing. 
Therefore it is important for Travellers to stand in solidarity 
with Black and Minority Ethnic Communities to speak out to 
promote International Day against Racism. We need to take time to 
consider our own unconscious bias and try and create the conditions 
where Ireland can respect, value diversity & include our voices in  
democratic structures.. 
Joleen Kuyper (DTP Roma Development Project) “Days like 
today are extremely important, particularly for the Roma 
community where we all consider the impact of racism and 
discrimination on minority communities in countries like Ire-
land and across Europe. We must act in solidarity with minority ethnic 
communities and consider our own attitudes and behaviours and  
ensure that we do not perpetuate, collude or create the conditions 
where racism can exist. 
Billy Banda (Board member of DIP) “We must stand up 
against racism in the institutions of our state and legislate to 
criminalise hate crime and hate speech. I stand by the words 
of Madiba Nelson Mandela when he said… ‘No one is born 
hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or 
his background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they 
can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more  
naturally to the human heart than its opposite.’ 
Nolunga Shologu (Community Links Worker DIP) “Ireland is 
said to be the land of a hundred thousand welcomes, but for 
many people that is not the case. Ireland can be a place of 
prejudice and discrimination, and sometimes racism.  
We must dedicate ourselves, our organisations and our institutions to 
banish racism to history and then we can bask in the bright sunlight of 
interculturalism and respect for difference and celebrate diversity. ” 
Thomas Pringle TD  ‘Human Rights and Peace is the ending 
of all forms of racism whether domestic, European or in the 
wider world, each one is as important as the other, we must 
never forget that’. 
Charlie McConalogue TD  "We must stand against any form 
of racism in all aspects of our society today and every day. 
On this International Day for the Elimination of Racial  
Discrimination, we must all pause for a moment and consider 
how we can help to end racial discrimination." 
Pádraig Mac Lochlainn TD “ I am very happy to be included 
in making this statemen on this important day where we can 
value and promote the diversity we see across the Island of 
Ireland. It is important that the state resources and supports 
minority ethnic communities to be fully included in  our 
county and country and sends out a message that Ireland 
recognises and respects ethnicity. All different All equal. 
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