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English conversa"on  

workshops for migrants 
The Donegal Intercultural Pla�orm helps 
organise free English conversa�on classes 
every week at Le�erkenny library between 
10.30am and 12.30. The classes take place in 
the basement events room and are open to 
anyone who would like to improve their 
English - from beginner to advanced level. 
The classes are in partnership with Fáilte 
Isteach - the na�onal organisa�on that  
coordinates these 
supports for mi-
grant workers and 
their families. If you would like to volunteer 
as a tutor call/text 0860841433.  

We plan Carndonagh as our next venue! 

Get involved in the ‘Pla*orm’ 
The Donegal Intercultural Pla�orm is a voluntary organisa�on made up of individual 
 members and affiliated organisa�ons who are interested in building inclusion and  
equality in Donegal and in promo�ng Human Rights and opposing discrimina�on  
and racism. We hold monthly members mee�ngs, debates and discussions.  
Join or affiliate now! Text 0860841433; Find us on Facebook 

This bulletin is produced by Donegal Intercultural Platform 

By Julie Costello 
The beauty of the Arabic language and the culture 
from which it springs was on full display in 
Le�erkenny on 18th December at a World Arabic 
Language Day Celebra�on organised by Donegal 
Intercultural Pla�orm. Approximately 80 people 
a�ended the fes�ve event at the Regional Cultural 
Centre, including members of three Syrian families 
who have recently re-se�led in Carndonagh. 
“I’m so glad all of you are here,” Le�erkenny 
resident Rawan Elnaim said in the English language 
version of a speech which was delivered in Arabic by 
Le�erkenny resident Thoiba Ahmed. “Arabic is the 
sixth most popular and commonly spoken language 
in the world, and was adopted by the U.N. in 1973 as 
an official language. The 18th was the anniversary of 
the day that it was actually adopted. We’re here to 
give you a taste of this rich language and the culture 
associated with it. We can’t give you everything but 
we hope you really enjoy the day and that we give 
you a new experience here.”  Par�cipants from a 
range of cultural backgrounds sipped Turkish coffee 
and nibbled on sweets as they visited tables laid out 
with colourful displays of Arabic history and culture, 
including tradi�onal prayer dresses, ornate tea sets, 
decora�ve Arabic wri�ng, and fragrant perfumes.  The Irish and English language names of some par�cipants were translated into sweeping Arabic 
calligraphy at a table by the entrance and elaborate henna designs were painted onto the backs of many hands as a las�ng token of the day. The 
sociable and interac�ve nature of the event reflected the ethos of Donegal Intercultural Pla�orm, according to Co-Chair Paul Kernan.  “Our focus as an 
organisa�on is to bring all of the different communi�es together to make Donegal a new cultural space,” Paul said in an address during the event. “We 

are about interculturalism, not mul�culturalism. Interculturalism is where people come together, learn 
from each other’s struggles, and make something new.” The event was the idea of Intercultural Pla�orm 
member Nancy El Araby, who had heard that World Arabic Language Day on 18th December was to be 
celebrated in Dublin at the Islamic Cultural Centre of Ireland. “I thought we might try a celebra�on like 
that here,” said Nancy, who was assisted in organising the event by other members of the Arabic-
speaking community in Donegal.  
“I was expec�ng maybe 30 people to a�end but instead it’s about 80, all interested in knowing about 
each others cultures and tradi�ons.” 
Event par�cipants included a trio of Loreto Secondary School students who have been working on a 
Transi�on Year project en�tled “For Refugees Entering Éire” (F.R.E.E.). As part of the project, Erin 
McBride, Shauna McGeady, and Liena Yousif set up a stand at the school’s recent Christmas Trade Fair 
with informa�on about refugees in Ireland and the struggles people face when they are forced to leave 

their homes.  “We thought with the refugees coming to Donegal it was important to do what we 
could to make Le�erkenny a welcoming place,” Erin said. “We decided to start by raising 
awareness at our own school.” 

Mustafa and the Syrian family of Feras Manaa, his wife Asmaa, and their 8-year-old son Mohamed. 

Con�nued on page 2. 
Liena, Shauna & Erin from Loreto College 

 



Intercultural News round-up 

The Intercultural Pla*orm has 
joined with the Local Community 
Development Commi5ee and the 
County Council to help deliver a 
special project reaching out to the 
wide range of ethnic minority  
communi"es, groups and families 
living in county Donegal. The aim 
of the project is to engage with these communi"es and  
promote health and wellbeing, access to a range of supports, 
ac"vi"es and services all over Donegal. This is an exci"ng 
project and will run for three months - January un"l March 
2018. As part of the programme we will design, develop and 
launch a mul"-lingual website that will signpost these  
ac"vi"es and services and list some of the informa"on in 
mul"-lingual form. We are really excited about this now  
development for the Intercultural pla*orm. 
For info: Call/text 0860841433 or email us on donegalip@gmail.com 

Intercultural International Women’s 
Day - Join the preparations 
The Women’s Working Group of the Pla*orm 
is planning to be part of a very inclusive,  
intercultural and Interna"onal Women’s Day 
ini"a"ve in Donegal on March 8th this year. 
We are keenly aware of the range of  
challenges facing Black & Minority Ethnic 
(B&ME) women living here. There are a host 
of issues, from faith to culture, poverty to 
isola"on, language to lone paren"ng that 
B&ME women want to address. We are look-
ing for women from Ethnic Minority back-
grounds to join with us in planning some 
inclusive & inspiring events. 

 

The pla*orm were contracted to help design, 
translate and produce an informa"ve bulle"n 
lis"ng the main health and wellbeing  
services and projects across Donegal. The 
bulle"n was launched at the Connec"ng For 
Life Donegal suicide preven"on conference 
in Gweedore, West Donegal in October and 
we are now distribu"ng the bulle"ns to 
centres, faith groups and Black & Minority  
Ethnic (B&ME) communi"es across the county. If you would 
like to help call/text Paul & Billy on 0860841433 or email us 
on donegalip@gmail.com 

Connec"ng with Bryson in a cross border cultural, 
ethnic understanding & engagement programme 
The Intercultural Pla�orm has partnered with the Bryson Charitable Group in Northern Ireland 
to work on a new mutual understanding ini�a�ve that will engage with people from a wide 
range of social, religious, ethnic and cultural backgrounds with the aim of building sustainable 
rela�onships, respect and understanding. The project called ‘DARE to Lead Change’ will involve 
the Pla�orm, Bryson Charitable Group along with TIDES Training and Consultancy and is funded 
through the PEACE IV Programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). 
The project hopes undertake this work within Northern Ireland and the Border Coun�es 
through hos�ng workshops, large community dialogues, smaller café 
culture events and the establishment of a digital learning resource that 
can be used by individuals and communi�es. We will be a�ending a 
forum event on 7th February, contact us if you are interested 
Coming Soon - New Intercultural Pla*orm Website 
Watch out for the new Website www.interculturaldonegal.org that will go live within the next 
few weeks. The website will have mul�-lingual elements and host links to a range of important 
sites and documents. Members and affiliates will get a ‘Go To’ invite as soon as it is completed.  

 

iRepor"ng system… gathering the facts 
about racist incidents 
The Donegal intercultural Pla�orm are linking with their 
affiliate organisa�on ENAR Ireland (European Network 
Against Racism) to promote the on-line scheme for re-
por�ng racist incidents. We plan to establish a repor�ng 
centre along with Donegal Travellers Project early in 
2018. Authored by Shane O’Curry (ENAR Ireland) and Dr Lucy Michael 
(University of Ulster) the iReport Racist Incident Repor"ng System was launched in 
July 2013. Reports can be made directly through the website or through a partner 
organisa�on.  Ques�ons are designed to capture a large amount of detail about racist 
incidents, including informa�on about where, when and how the incident occurred 
and details about the vic�m(s) & perpetrator(s). The system also captures infor-
ma�on about why the incident has been perceived as racist, its impact on the vic�m 
and/or witnesses, and the interplay with age, gender, sexuality and disability.  
If you would like to get involved in the iREPORT.ie project in Donegal in  
January/February please contact the pla*orm on 0860841433. 
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 Par�cipants also included 
Myriam and Domhnall Mac 
Cionnaith, who over the past 
year have been a�ending 
Arabic language classes taught 
at the Pastoral Centre by Fadl 
Mustapha, Intercultural 
Support Worker with the 
Donegal Rese�lement 
Programme via DLDC.  
“We knew that Arabic-speaking 
refugees were going to come to 
Donegal, so we’ve been wai�ng 
for them and learning basic Arabic as a way of welcoming them,” said Myriam, who 
with her husband is a member of the Diocese of Raphoe’s Jus�ce & Peace Commi�ee. 
“We’re so happy they are finally here.” 
The event drew praise from par�cipants, including the members of one of the Syrian 
families: Feras Manaa, his wife Asmaa, and their 8-year-old son Mohamed.  “We are so 
happy to be here today” Feras said through interpreter Mustafa Gadalla. “Ireland is 
very beau�ful and the people are very nice. It is a very good place.” 
“When I grew up in Le�erkenny it was kind of a mono-culture,” said well-known 
journalist Pat McArt. “This here is a massive change, and for the be�er. A lot of these 
people are highly educated and they bring a rich culture with them. What’s not to like 
about that?” 
“It’s wonderful to be here as part of this celebra�on,” said Marie Corcoran-Tindill of 
the Donegal Rese�lement Programme. 
“Hopefully this will con�nue in years to come. 
It’s lovely to have an Arabic/Muslim 
celebra�on to coincide with Christmas.”   
“I think it’s very important to extend the hand 
of friendship to the Syrians who’ve come to 
Donegal for our protec�on,” said Donegal TD 
Thomas Pringle (Independent). “It’s great to 
see such a good turn-out today I know the 
welcome will con�nue in Donegal.” 

Celebrating World Arabic Day in Donegal 

Pla*orm member Grace Adeogun talks to par"cipants 

The Intercultural Pla�orm is commi�ed to helping  
establish a more inclusive, welcoming and an�-racist 
society. We are a voluntary Non-Governmental  
Organisa�on (NGO) that welcomes people who are 
interested in building respect, recogni�on and equality in Donegal and in 
promo�ng Human Rights & opposing discrimina�on and racism na�onally.  

Represen"ng the Priori"es for Minori"es across Donegal…  
We are widely recognised by minority communi�es and state agencies as 
the representa�ve forum for intercultural inclusion and we have  
representa�ves on the Connec�ng for Life ini�a�ve, The Community 
Health Network, Donegal Women’s Centre, The PEACE IV Partnership, 
DLDC Working Groups, CYPSC, Social Inclusion Measures Group, Social 
Inclusion Linkage Group (PPN) etc. Join or affiliate now! Text 0860841433; 
Find us on Facebook. Organisa�ons can affiliate for small fee.  

Fadl Mustapha, Patrick McGinley and Paul Kernan 


